
Smallpox on the “Chimborazo” 

 
A report in the Sydney newspaper on 24th April 1886, recounted the voyage of the 
“Chimborazo” from when it left London until it sailed into Port Jackson (Sydney Harbour) on 
23rd April 1886. 
 

 
The Voyage of the “Chimborazo” March 1886 

 
Sadly, two passengers died during the voyage and a passing mention was made of a smallpox 
case on board: 
 



 Transcript: 
The voyage has not been devoid of incident, for other than a case of 
smallpox breaking out on board, Mr C. R. Lynch, third officer, died of cystitis 
and peritonitis on the 7th instant and a passenger, named Miss Rebecca 
M'Mahon, died the same evening of heart disease. 

 
The death of two passengers was seen as quite normal but the smallpox case was to extend 
the time passengers were unable to land at their destinations. 
 
However, before the “Chimborazo” landed in Adelaide, the Colony of New South Wales 
(N.S.W.) had already published its views on the quarantining of ships carrying smallpox. 
 
 



 
New South Wales Guidelines for Quarantining of Ships 

 
On landing at the first port of call, Adelaide, South Australia, the passengers who were 
disembarking at Adelaide were quarantined on Torrens Island Quarantine Station, just off Port 
Adelaide and were well provided for as detailed in the following account.  
 
 



 
Passengers and Crew Made Comfortable on Torrens Island 

 
The “Chimborazo” was soon underway and arrived at the entrance to Port Phillip Bay (the 
Heads). The ship proceeded into the bay where, under close scrutiny the mail was fumigated 
and cargo unloaded. On the outbound journey to Sydney the passengers were landed at the 
quarantine station at Portsea, Victoria (the eastern side of the Heads).  
 
In the following account, the nationality of the smallpox case was published and he was 
identified as a Italian passenger who had embarked in Naples. He was put into a bridge boat 
(with an attendant) and this prevented the disease spreading throughout the ship. 



 
Ships arrival in Melbourne 

 
After making it to Sydney, again the passengers were quarantined but after an assurance by 
the Acting Manager of the Orient Shipping Co., the ship was given the “all clear’ to depart 
Sydney on  8th May 1886. 
  



 
“Chimborazo” cleared to depart Sydney 

 
John Roulston had finally landed in Sydney, more quickly than if the smallpox case had not 
been onboard. This probably occurred as the ship did not call at all ports that were on the 
ships itinerary.   

 


